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CHAPTER 11

FOOD PRODUCTIO
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Area in Medn ¥ j:cfd'qf Productjon of
year lakh acres  paddy per acre I <€ (lakh
(Ibs.) tons)
1955-56 N 18.76 1 580 8.69
1956-57 18.83 1681 8.73
1957-58 18.98 1639 9.10
1958-59 18.99 1687 9.39
1959-60 9.82
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(The figures for all years excepting 1959-60 are based on the
Land Utilisation Survey conducted by the Department of Statistics.
The figure for 1959-60 is| its Final Forecasts, partially revised in
the light of the Land Utilization Survey.)

2.2. It is seen that rige production in Kerala has gone up during
each of the preceding five [years. This is a remarkable achievement
even in comparison with [that of the whole of India. For, for the
whole of India the food production statistics does not show any
systematically rising tren bl.}t‘ oscillates viclent]y (See table 2.2)
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TABLE-—2,2

Productipn o Foodgrains and Rice in India.

)

[ Faodgrains

Year {' (Million tons) Rice
1952-§3 L 583 22.¢
1953-54 68.7 - ' 27.8
1954-5% j 67.0 24.8%
1955-56 : 65.8 27.1
1956-57 | 68.7 28.3
1957-58 / 62.¢ 24.9

1958-59 l‘ 73.§ - 29.7

The difference is accounted by the fact that the Kerala State is much
less affected by the vhgaries of nature than many other parts of India,
But this must also! mean that whatever increase in production
has taken place is tElue entirely to the -development efforts of the
State. This of course is not true of India where bumper harvests
are recorded every| now and then due to unusually favourable sea-
sonal conditions.






