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INTRODUCTION

The Estimates Committee in its report for the year 1958-5g
recommended that at the time of the presentation of the Budget
for the ensuing year an economic review of the year might be cir-
culated ameng the Members of the Legislative Assembly along
with other Budget papers. This first report is prepared in the
Bureau of Economic Studies, Statistics pertaining to the

economic conditions of the State during the year usually become
available only with the lag of a number of years, It is therefore
extremely difficult to make an objective report of the economic
conditions| of the State during the year at the end of that year
itself. What little information could be collected have been
analysed and interpreted in chapters IT o VI. Chapter | gives
a brief genfzral survey of the economy of the State to act as a
background to the developments of the year under review. It
may be mentioned that for the purpose of this report, the year
1959 has alyays been taken as the calendar year 1959.
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TABLE—1.1

Age Distribution

in Kerala & India

Age India G/ Kerala 7%/
"(Per cent) (Per cent)
o-§ 13.4 14.8
g5 24.9 24,4
15-25 174 20.7
2655 35-9 gropt e
Above 5§ 8.4 8.3
] 100.0 100 O | |
TABLE—1.2
Distribution of population
All India  Pércentage Kerala Percentage
to total - 1o total
(in lakhs)  population  (in lakhs) ~ population
i’
Total population 3567 100.0 135 100.0
Self-supporting ‘
persons 1048 29.4 37 274
Earning dependents 384 10.8 8 5.9
Non-earning
dependents 2135 |  59.8 90 66.7
TABLl——I )
Distribution of Working force
Livelihood Alg-lndia \Percentage Kerala Percentage
class to total to total
(in lakhs) working force (in lakhs) ~Working force
Total working force 1432 ‘ 100.0 45 100.0
A. Agriculture 1003 | 70.0 23 FI.I
B. Non-Agriculture 429 | 30.0 22 48.9
1. Production ' "
other than
cultivation 167 0 iy 10 2.2
2, Commerce 73 Lo 3 LB
3. Transpert - 20 1.4 1 2.2
4. Other services
and miscella-
neous SOUrces 169 11.8 8 17.8
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TABLE—1.4

Breakdown of [Percentage of Self Supporting persons
excluding Agriculture and Government Services into
Occupation Groups

Kerala India
(percentage) (p«-.ra'mraqu)
|

1. Plantation Industries .99 1.68
2. Forestry - 0.93 0.87
3. Fisheries I §.56 1.4%
4. Mining, man facturing, electricity,

and gas supply, construction works

and maintenance of works 18.0% 17.96
;. Commerce ‘. 14.75 20.53
6. Transport (excluding railways and

air transport) | 6.48 3.99
7. Medical, Educational ~Service and

Sanitary Services 4.92 5.33
g. All other services 14.32 16.19

‘ —_—— ——

Total of self-supporting persons
excluding Agricult-_ure and
Government Services : 100.00 100,00

As can be seen, the Kerala population has got relatively mores
of young -peo‘ple and less of old people than the population of India.
This is primarily due to the smaller rate of infantile mortality in
Kerala than in the test of India (the last named rate is go per thousand
of live births in K rala whereas it is 113 in the whole of India) and
probably also duejto a higher birth rate. The sex ratio shows an
interesting charact ristic in Kerala. For every thousand males,
‘there are in Kerala 1028 females. For the whole of India and in
most other Statep there are more males than females. Madras
and Orissa are theonly two other States having the same characteristic
as Kerala.

.
.

Occupation Patter

1.4. Table 1.2 shows the proportions of Self-Supporting, Earning
'Dépiendent,wand on Earning Dependent persons in the populations
of Kerala and the whole of India respectively. It is seen that in
Kerala the proportion of Self-Supporting -persons to the total populae
tion is slightly s aller than in the rest of India. If however one
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considers the Working Force, which is made up of Self-Supporting

and Earning Dependent persons, its proportion to the total popula-
tien is very much smaller in Kerala than in the rest of| India. Thus,
the burden of dependence on the earning members of the Society
is heavier in this State than in the rest of India. This cannot be
acccunted for by the slightly higher propertion of the minor and
the aged in the State. It is substantially a reflection of| the relatively
narrow scope for remunerative labour in the economy. .

t.5. Table 1.3 compares the composition of the Working Forces
of Kerala and India. It reveals surprising disparity | between the
two. While for the whole of India as much as 70 per cent of the
Working Foree be]ongs to the Agriculture Sector, t proportion
for Kerala is only ¢1 per cent. The propertion of workers engaged
in non-Agricultural production is 22 per cent for Kefala and 11.7
per cent for the whole of India. The figures are paradoxical; for
one generallf assocjates higher proportion of workers i Agriculture
with a less indusirialised economy, and Kerala is certain indusn-ially
more backward than the rest of India. This paradoxical statistical
feature arises from the exceptionally high population | pressure on
land.  The pressure is so high that it is physically impossible for
Agriculture to support more than g per cent of the population,

1.6, Table 1.4 shows a breakdown of the Working' orce exclud-
ing Agriculture and Government Seryices in terms of th Occupation
Group of the workers. It brings out still more clearly the divergence
of the employment pattern in Kerala from that of the w! wole of India,
Once more the divergence is in a direction opposite to what one
would expect. [If one were to judge by this table alonel one would

conclude that Kerala is quite advanced industrially. Thus, the:

workers engaged in Mining and Manufacturing constitute a higher
proportion in Kerala than in the rest of India; ronversely/the propor-
tion of workers engaged in Commerce and Services is lower in the

State than in the whole country.

Agriculrure ;
. ud o - .t - Ad |
1.7. The iollowmg table gives a classification of the land area
ol the State according to mode of utilization.

e
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TABLE—1.5
Land Utilization in Kerala (1955-56)
Details of utilization Area in  Percentage to

‘000 acres  total area
Total s 99412 100.0
Forests 3 2,433 25.8
Barren and uncultivable land 497 5.3
Land put on non -agricultural uses 471 5.0
Cultivable waste lands 406 4.3
Permanent pastures and gra:é-ing lands ... 116 1.2
Land under miscellaneous tree crops ... 08 -4
Current fallow | 140 1.5
Other fallow 364 3.9
Net area sown \ 4,477 47.6
Area sown more than once 989 10. ¢
Total cropped area \I e 5,466 §8.1

1.8, The per capita extc{:ft of cultivated land in Kerala is among
the lowest in India, Already in 1921 it was only 53 conts; now
it is less than 30 cents. The extreme pressure on land has resulted
in excessive sub-division an Fragmentation of holdings. Table 1.6
shows the cumulative percentage distribution of holdings amongst
households in the T. C. area nd the Malabar area of Kerala separately.
(The two parts of the table |cannot be combined as the methods of
measurement used were different for these two areas.)

ABLE—1.6

Cumulative percentage distribution of number of
holdings and land area of holdings in Travancore-
Cochin area and the Malabar District

Travancore-Cochin Malabar
Grade of holdings —
No. of Area No. of Area
holdings ‘ holdings
1. Up to 1acre 66.72 16.49 28.9 1 2.43
s e 2.50 acres 8§.47 36.96 §r.52 8.22
1 ,.  Lacres 94,84 £7.07 69.5% 17 68
4 2 10 acres 98.35% 73.35 83.79 32.30
- ,, 20 acres 9950 83.59 93.91 52.48
6. ,, 40 acres 99186 90.1§ 97.88 68.57
s 2 100 acres i 99.62 82.37
g, All 100,00 100.00 100.00 100.00
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TABLE—1.9
Requirements and availaleity of selected crops
in Kerala
Name of Crop Uniz Requirement  Production
(1960-61)  (1956-57)
1] MR i
1. Rice ...Lakh |tons 16.50 8.73
2. Tapioca 5 14.90 °  14.26
3. Pulses 5 QT q0.13
4. Sugarcane g 2,16 0,33
. (it terms ofgur)
5. Coconut ...Croregs nuts 248,00 J18.20

t.9. Tables 1.7 and 1.8 show the acreage, per acre yield an
production of the principal crops in Kerala. The per acre yield o
rice in Kerala is very much higher than that in the rest of India
While it is above 1000 Ibs. per acre|in Kerala, it is less than Soc
pounds per acre for the whole of India.
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TABLE—1.8
Average Yield per acre| (1956~ 57)
(based on the Land Utilization Survey of the Department
of Statistics)
Yield per acre
Name of Crop
" Unit Quantity "1 |

Rice 1b. 1024

Tapioca 1 ¥ 6200 i

Coconut ...No. of nuts 2800

Arecanut Seia - §4500
. Sugarcane 1b, 41200

Bahana ‘ o 5800

Cashewnut (unshelled) l ' 1400

Pepper 5 = 279

Ginger (dry) e . 957

Cardamom = = 40

Tea » 776

Coffee o - 221

Rubber 5 236

y.10. Table 1.9 shows the position of a few important crops
in Kerala with regard to their availability as compared to their need
based on dietary norms for per capita consumption. The scarcity
of cultivable land in relation to the size of the population makes
Kerala the most deficit of all States in India in respect of rice. The
per capita production of foodgrains ir_‘l Kerala is less than half of
that for the whole of India. l

|

Animal Husbandry :

1.11. Kerala is poor in her cattle |wealth but rich in poultry.
The bovine, ovine and poultry population in 1956 in absolute figures
is given in the following table:— T

|
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TABLE—1.10
ultry in Kerala and India (1956)

(figures in lakhs)

I Kerala India
Cattle 25,10 1586. 41
Buffaloes 4.88 449,16
Sheep 0.98 392.46
Goats 9.56 [54.08
Pigs 1.14 49,32
Other Livestock 0.02 33.54
Total Livestock 41,68 306 £.04
Total Poultry 67.95% 946.83

i.12. For every 1000 persons in Kerala there are 210 bovine

and 64 ovine. For the

respectively. The exte

Kerala is nearly 6 acres
India.

onl

whole of India the figures are 28 and 247
1t of area ploughed by working bovine in
whereas it is only g acres for the whole of

The number of milch cows and buffaloes (‘in milk” and
‘dry and not calved’) p
76 whereas in Ind

er thousand human population in Kerala is
ia it is 177. The per capita consumption

of milk and milk products in Kerala is one of the lowest in India.

The figures of daily cohsumption in Kerala and India are 1.

and 4.5 ozs. respectivel

persons in the State is 4

Forests :

~1.13. Kerala has gg
per cent of its geograp
recommended optimum
figure which is only 22
cally much more valuab

9

2 OZS.
r. But the number of poultry per thousand

70 whereas in India it is only 25¢.

t extremely valuable forests covering 25.8
hical area. This is slightly lower than the
percentage, but higher than the all India
L4 pericent. Kerala's forests are economi-
le than those of the rest of India; while the

revenue yield from forgsts is about Rs. 3 per acre for the whole

of India, it is as high

heen contributing quite
In the last

every year.
above Rs. 3 crores.

T

rfom Kerala’s forests in

the yiel(] has gone up

3T=1

s Rs. 10 in Kerala. Kerala's forests have
a handsome revenue to the Gevernment
two years the annual contribution has been
he following table shows the yield of timber
1957-58 and 1958-59. It can be seen that
yery much during 1958-59.




TABLE-

Fish Landings in

1

e=—T1.12

Kerala & India

Year Total landings ~ Total marine  Fish landings  Percentage to
" in India fish landings in Kerala  Indian Marine
(Tons) in India (Tons) Fish landings
(Tons)
1955-56 8,39,000 5,96.‘700 2,12,000 o il
1966-57 10,12,300 7,18,700 2,28 500 31.8
1957-58 12,33,000 8.7g,Jaroo 3,4-1,000 39.0
Up to Dec- i
ember 1948 ! ' 2,97,000 .

1.16. Only 5o per cent of the
State is consumed fresh while th
cessing.

v

(For the whole of India the percentage is 43 per cent.

resent production of fish in the
rest is used for curing and pro-

Anather 5o per cent is dried and ¢ured and the remaining 7 percent

used for fish manure, fish oil et

[rrigation :

1.17. The abundant water
been made any use of until |
controlled irrigation at the comn
Plan was the Nanjinad area (56,0
Kodayar Irrigation system, The
the reorganised Madras State. D
- major irrigation projects (incly
started under the Madras Plan)

)
|

resources of Kerala have not
recently. The only area under
hencement of the First Five Year
5o acres) which was served by the
Nanjinad area now forms part of
uring the First Plan periad seven
ding those in the Malabar area
viz., Neyyar, Chalakudy, Peechi,

Vazhani, Malampuzha, Walayar and Mangalam were taken up and®

|
at the end of the Plan period the !
schemes benefited an area of 78,

Malampuzha, Chalakudy and Peechi
b69 acres of paddy land. All the
neluded in the First Plan  were

seven major irrigation schemes i
carried over to the Second Plan.
namely’ Meénkara, Pothundy, Ne
Cheerakuzhi and Periyar Valley P
Plan.
of 1.96 lakh acves by r960-61 an
target for area to be benefited [r
gation works during the Second
In addition, works are in progresy

All these schemes taken t

Besides these, six new schemes, r
yyar II' Stage, Chalakudy 11 Stage,
oject were included in the Secont
ogether will irrigate a total area
| 2.9¢ lakh acres unltimately. The
m Medium, Minor and Litt Irri-
Plan period is 1.52 lakh acres.
for the development of 1,21,000

acres of water logged land in the Kuttanad region making  them
* suitable for a second crop ; also far the improvement of 4000 acres
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|
TABLE—1.12
|

Fish Landings in

iKerala & India

Year Total landings  Toral wuting Fish landings ~ Percentage to
® in India fish fanc{lings in Kerala Indian Marine
( Tons) in India ( Tons) Fish landings

(Tons)

T95E-56 8,39,000 g,q6,boo 2,12,000 sare
1956-57 10,112,300 7,18,f00 2,28, 500 31.8
1957-¢8 2,313,000 8.7;.&00 3,4-1,000 39.0
Up to Dec- |
ember 1958 . ‘ 2,97,000 :

i b

(g 2 1
State is consumed fresh while th
cewsing

Only 5o per cent of the|

present production of fish in the
e rest is used for curing and pro-

(For the whole of India the percentage is 43 per cent.

Another go per cent is dried and cured and the remaining 7 percent

used for Rsh manure, fish oil etd.)

h'r:gnlnon i

1.17. The abundant water
been made any use of until
controlled irrigation at the comn
Plan was the Nanjinad area (56,04
Kocl‘—ty'lr Irrigation system. The
the remgamqed Madras State. I
ma]or lll'lgatl_on_ pm]Lcts (mclu
started under the Madras Plan)

Vazhani, Malampuzha, Walayar a
at the end of the Plan per iod the M
schemes benefited an area of 78,
seven major irrigation schemes
carried over to the Second Plan.
namely' Méeenkara, Pothundy, Ne
Cheerakuzhi and Periyar Valley Pj
Plan. All these schemes taken

of 1.96 lakh acres by 1960-61 and

target for area to be benehted fr
gation works during the Second
In addition, works are in progress
acres of water logged land in th
suitable for a second crop ; also fa

included in the First

resources of Kerala have not
recently. The only area under
nencement of the First Five Year
vo acres) which was served by the
N'ln][n'\d area now }ﬁlm‘\ 1)111 ()i

Juring the First Plan period seven

ding those in the Malabar area
viz., Neyyar, Chalakudy, Peechi,
nd Mangalam were taken up and®
alampuzha, Chalakudy and Peechi
b6g acres of paddy land. All the
Plan were
Besides these, six new schemes,
ryar 11" Stage, Chalakudy 11 Stage,
foject were included in the Second
ogether will irrigate a total area
3 .95 lakh acres unitlmaul\r The
bm Medium, Minor and Lift Irri-
Plan period is 1.52 lakh
for the development of 1,21,000
e Kuttanad region making them
r the improvement of 4co00 acres

-

aCYres,
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of land at Kattampally in the Cannanore District. 45,000 acres
of Hlood affected land is going to be protected from flood and rendered
suitable for cultivation.

Power :

1.18. The natural conditions of Kerala make possible hydro-
electric power generation at fa remarkably low cost, but advantage
has not been taken of this possibility until recently. The installed
generating-capacity available at present is 109,500 K. W. d}'g.l;l"ibthl
among hydro-electric 'st'al'io'nq as shown in the table below .
»

TABLE—1.13

Power Generation Capacity in Kerala (1959-60)

Name of Station. Installed Capacity (K. W)
1. Pallivasal ' i | 37,500 |
2. Sengulam v 48,000
3. Poringalkuthu (1st stage) .. 24,000
169,500

t.19. Two other projects , namely Poringalkuthu (I Stage)
and Neriamangalam will be| commissioned by '1960-61. They
will increase the available installed capacity by 8,000 K. W, and
45,000 K. W, respectively. | The total capacity by 1960-61 will
therefore be 1,62,500 K.W. |It is estimated that demand for Power
will rise to 204 M.W. by 196p-61. There will therefore be power
shortage during the next fe years, But there are threée other
projects in execution, namely the Panniar Scheme, the Sholayar
scheme and the Pamba Ist stagse scheme. They will increase the
power generation capacity of tlm;e State by 30,000 K.W., 4,000 K.W,
and 1,00,000 K.W. rcspectiv&ly and are due to be commissioned
in the years 1961-62, 1963-64 and 1964-6¢ respectively,  Table
1.14 shows the pattern of power consumption in the State during
the last few years. !

Transport :

1.20. Kerala has the maximum road density in India. In 195¢-76
there was in Kerala an average of 72 miles of road for every 1oo sq.
. miles of area, asagainst the all India average of 16 miles. Table
.15 gives the mileages of roads of different categories as at the
end of year 1945-56. T

AT PRGN T
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TABLE—1.1§

Roads in Kerala (1955-56)

Mileage pf::r

Category of Road Mileage 1oo sq. miles
of area
All Categories; T L B kL 73
National Highways | bar 276 2
Provincial Highways oF 1 ; 5‘!6: 8
District Roads e 3,83:3 26
Village Roads o 5414 36

The Second Five Year Plan has set itsell a task of improving and
constructing 1147 miles of roads, building 85 major bridges and 95
minor bridges and co hstructing 1400 miles of Village Roads.

r.21. The mileage of railways in the State is however quite
small in comparison with its area, population and commercial acti-
vity. Kerala had 467 miles of railways in 1956 out of the total
railway mileage of 34,000 in the whole country. The eltects of
inadequate railway onnections is to some, extent attenuated h_\«
the extensive facilitie for Water Transport that the State is provided
with. Water Transport still remains the cheapest form of trans-
portation in the State. The Coastal Canal System and the Inland
Cross Canal System connects up most of the commercial and indus-
trial centres of Kerala. There is an uninterrupted water commu-
nication from Trivandrum to Tirur over a distance of 220 miles.
In the Second Five Year Plan there are proyvisions for improvements
to be made to thq present Canal System.

I
(.22. In relation to population the number of motor vehicles

in Kerala is more than the all India average. The number of motor

vehicles per lakh -of population in India is 8¢ while that in Kerala
is 150. The State Transport Department is operating services in
almost all the trunk|roads in the T-C area of the State, It operates
passenger service on 301 important routes covering a route mileage
of ¢795 miles. T‘

i



Sacial Service :

.23,
of Social Services.
ol that in any other State.

Literacy among the peopl

Kerala is the most advanced State in India in the matter

here is far ahead

The pe.rcengge was 41 per cent in 1951

and must be mwuch higher now in view of the
in the held of eTucanon The Follnwing table
leage of school and college going populatmn
lation in Kerala and in the rest of India. It is s

continued. progress
shows the per-
to the total popu-
cen that the spread

of education in all ‘its levels is highcr in the State than in the rest

of India, though the State is velatively backward i
nical Education.

TABLE—1.16

Percentage of Total Population attendi

n the field of Tech-

ng Educational

Institutions
Kerala | India
Primary Schools 13.47 5.96
Secondary Schools 4.27 2,20
Schools fer Special Education 0.32 0.46
Colleges for General Education 0. 24 0.1 8
Colleges for vocational Education 0.02 0.03

Again g4 per cent ol the population belongin
g—16 in Kerala went Lo school in 1955-r6 wh
for the whole of India was only 28 per cent.
State, at the end of 1918, (:973 Lower Prim
Upper Primary Schools, 826 High Schools, 44
Colleges and 43 other educational institutions|

1.24. Not only in Bducation but in Health
of most other parts of India. In terms of hospi
the per capita facilities available to the people d
tatively more than double the corresponding all
in 1955-56 there were 38 hospitals and dispen
pital beds per 1o lakh population whereas ther
320 of them in the whole of India.

g to the age group
‘reas the proportion

There were in the
ary Schools, 1756

¢ Arts and Science

also Kerala is ahead
tals and dispensaries
f Kerala are quanti-
India average. Thus,
saries and 726 hos-

e were only 26 and
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i.25. That the genéral health standard of the people ot Kerala
is much better than that of the rest of India is attested by the fact
that the Death Rate in|Kerala is estimated to be about half that in
the whole of India. (Thus in 1954 the death rate for the whole of India
“was estimated at 12.5 per thousand whereas for Kerala the estimate
for 1956 in 7.40). The same is indicated by a study of the impact
on the State of some of the most important of the fatal diseases
affecting seriously other parts of India. Thus, Cholera hat been
practically eliminated if the State ; while, the death from Sipallpox
was 12 per lakh for the whole of India in 1954, it was only 5 per
lakh for Kerala in 1954] and a little over 2 per lakh in 1956. Death
from respiratory diseases including T. B. was for thel whole of India
1o per lakh in 1954 § for Kerala it was only 40 in 1954, though
it rose to 70 in 1956) Death from Malaria and other fevers was
600 per lakh of population for the whole of India in 1954, whereas
for Kerala the ratio was only 60 in 1954 and rose to 8o in 1956.
It is however true that while Kerala is saved from 'the scourges of
a number of deé&ly digeases that afflict certain other parts of india,
she has her own share of difficult indigenous diseases like Filariasis.

Expore & Impore.

1.26. Kerala is an important earner of loreign exchange for
[ndia. Kerala's Pepper, Cardamom, Ginger, Tea, Cottee, Lemon-
grass Oil, Cashew Nuts and Coir Products are greatly in demand
in the world market.| For many of these products Kerala has got
all India if not world monopoly, and for many of these products
there are important byyers who pay in Dollars, Sterling and Roubles.
Table 1.17 and 1.18 show the value of exports through the princi-
pal ports of Kerala during the five years 1953454 to 195758,

1.27. |t is seen nEhat the total value of exports from the ports
during these years héﬂve been just below Rs. 8o crores, of which a
little more than Rs. go crores is to foreign countries and about
Rs. 25 crores to other Indian ports. It cannot be said with cer-
tainty exactly how mEch of the commodities exported are of origin
within Kerala. There is of course no doubt that the entire bulk
of Pepper, Coir Products, Cashew Products, Fish and Prawn, and
Lemongrass Oil come from Kerala, but a part of tea, colfee, car-
damom and ginger originates outside. However it is not possible
to know definitely how large the part is it without conducting a
very detailed investigation into the question. It may not however
be far from true to say that Kerala’s earnings of foreign exchange

\\during the recent years have amounted to about Rs, go crores per
year. ' ’
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1.28. Table 1.18 shows the values of export and injport sepa-
rately for the three principal ports of Kerala namely, Cochin, Calicut
and Alleppey. The total value of import through these ports has
been of the order ol Rs. 60 crores in the recent years. By far the
greater part of export and import takes place throug Cochin :
next in importance is Calicut. But it one thinks of trade  with
foreign countries alone, Alleppey is more important than Calicut.

Alleppey has not got any trade at all with other Indian ports.
Planrations. ‘
1.29. Plantations play an extremely vital role in Kerala's eco-

nomy. Table 1.21 presents some essential statistics

three most important plantation industries in the State,
coffee a There are 3.4 lakh acres of land under plan-
fations in the State and they give employment to 1.7¢ lakh
It is seen that the bulk of the acreage under plantation is

coffee and rubber.

for by rubber, whertas the largest volume of employme

about the
viz.; tea,

persons.
accounted
ntois given

by tea. It may alsn be noted that the average ciaily wage rates in

the plantations are very much lower than the average
obtaining in the industries (see table 1.2¢). Tables

120 show distributions of the numbers and acreage of tea

plantatinm according to the area under the respective ¢

wage rates
1.19 and
and coffee

Fops. The

average size of tea plantations is very much higher than that of rubber
or coffee. The average size of a rubber plantation is less than 7
acres, that of a coftee plantation, less than 100 acres, but that of
a tea plantation is hearly 350 acres. There are 17 tea plantations
_in Kerala with mord than 1ooo planted acres, As a matter of fact,
tea gardvﬂ( are either very large or smaller than 204 acres. It
is seen from table i.19 that those tea plantations that| are above
200 acres in size are mostly above oo acres. But the frequency
distribution of coffee plantations according to size conforms more
to the regular frequency distribution of this type wherein| the lowest
or the almost lowest size occurs with the largest freqgency.

[ UL | 1

Industries.

i.30. {Kerala is industrially very backward) Her| important
industries lie very largely outside the boundary of orga ised indus-
tries.  As such very little of statistics is collected for them. FEven
those industries which are factory based are not prope ly covered
by the existing industrial statistics, for they happen to| be mostly
industries not coming within the purview of the Censu of Manu-
facturing Industries. There is therefore very little information
available as to production or investment in the industries; Some

i |
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information about employment alone is available. But even that
is very sketchy for al] industries which «do not come under the

Factories Act,

TaBLE 1.19

Distribution of Tea Plantations in the State according
to area under Tea—i957.

Area under Tea (Acfes) . No. of plaatatians. .. Acreaga

Below 200

200——~300
300—4.00
400——506
§00—700

700-—1000
100 and above

All

141‘ [ 9569
74 | 6oRT
14 4679
13 §857
16 21854,
37 309749
17 1962 |

282 98640

Distribution of C

TABLE 1.20
"offee Plantations in the State accord-

ing tg area under Coffee—i957.
Area under Cqﬂée (Acres) No. of plantations  Acreage
3 !

Below 25 Not available 17606
2§—100 155 7342
ioo—200 22 2903
100—[00 16 fOLo
goo and above 6 3O

All . o 36902

;Zl

<)
1y



.—Dﬁ_uc i @.wd—u UL..F

SIS WourepIe))  pue oy  10j sateM b_mn_q_

"S1IMOIE-[fews jo SAISN[DUL T243MOY DA SUWNJOD

M>Aun_¢ _u—._r.. sa10F ST eare Ma_.fm—._ OmGLH o) ..m_—._O m&@mUL mCOUSEw“& .U‘U.*—QU .—O hvﬂﬁ.ﬂ:ﬁ u&hn

21

101541 a Figgtt 781t : nv
rfr CYAT| 7036 611 tgrtor brgot 9561 aqqny
LLu g hgsea ogogl 0199 7069t 71t - L5561 aun|

= -9561 Ln[ ¥ PAHOD)
1571 891 615L6 S Ltt orggb TI8T = LS6 =N
& (suor) (52200 ) .
U0 44 uapy  (4p3d ays Buranp  aoad ays Buranp mwal oy wad ays fo B9
S— aBpaaii Aftop) suonaozuoyd bunmnp suou pus 343 10 saanBif SuCHDIUD[4
(*sy) seboy padojdura ay1 woif uon -DIUD]g Jopun so suonpjuopd - - 2y yorysm Jo 2dA;
abpszay dpivg suosiad pjof -onposd pioj p2ID [DIO] fo requiny 01 102y

sopsnelg uopeIUe[q
EE" nlllw..nmi.ﬁ



1

22

Ee3rs (j’hc number of factory workers in the State in 1968 has

been estimated at

of workers in the

been made singe
figurc may be vej

lactory labour to dotal industrial working force is thus
g Proportion for the whole

I'he correspondin
mentioned, s 3,
the relative prepo

pattern, The larg
Coir. It was est

the Coir Inc}ustry
in the industry in
that between ¢ to
living.  Handloom

ccunomica-”y' —‘Engll_

he 194y Census,

t.64 lakhs. No direct estimate of the number
different small seale and cottage industries has
bt using a simple projection the
Yy roughly put at 6.24 lakhs., The
lo,.8 per cent,
of India, it may  bhe
4 Per cent, This difference probably  reflects
pderance of simall industries in Kerala's industrial
st cmploymcnt gi\'ing inriuslr_y_ in Ilhc State s
mated by the Minimlny Wige Committee for
that the number of non-l‘éctory workers engaged
1953 was 2.07 lakhs. It has also been obseryed
10 Jakh people t.'!ept:m'” on this industry for their
is also an important | em ln_vmcnl gi\'ing bt
shing industry. It is | estimated that there are
hdlooms  with » potential to, give tmployment

about 1.2 lakh ha
to 2.¢ lakh weave
.32, Table ;.

pfo_w.—:d in

and next in impon

industries follow clq;se[y after,

according to the

mg to them. [t j
lunging to” the gro
account for the lay

is entirely due to one particular

1.24 throws
It brings out very

those industries
about 2, roe factory workers or
employment giving

18 in the State,

2 gives the number of l';u:tr.n‘_y workers em-
in the State that give employment
more. It s seen that the largcsl
industry in the Seare the Cashew Industry
) Fextiled, Goir and based
Table .23 classifies the industrics
ayerage number of workers in factories be]ong-
siseen that the largcsl number of indu».tries be-
Up 2o-go0 ; also that the group = “‘above 300"
gest part in the total cmployment, though this
Indusl'l'), mamely  Cashew.  Table

(KF]

is

ance comes waod

further Iighl‘ on the Industrial pattern of the State.

¢learly the pPreponderance of agriculiure and

torest  based industries as opposed 1o mineral based industries in

the State. ';:As much
State are emp]uyed

the proportion for
proportion of werk

is by far inferior to

industries
centage of Ir'actnr_y
t.33. Table

of industries. The
Cashew industry.

the {ew very modern industries in the

ete.,  as well as in

using  non-metalljc

<25 | gives

A5 46,02 per cent of the
n the food processing
the whole of India i only!
erg empln_yt-(l in i'I]LIUSU'I.(‘.;N using metals 'in Kerala
hat in the rest of India. On the other hand,
products account fof higher per-
workers in the State than in the whole of India;

factory labour in the
industrios wheareas

34 per cents The

the average daily Wwages in & number
lgwest wage  rate is found to . obtain in the
The highest rates are found to prevail among
State like Rayon, Fertilizers.

the -Soap Imlustry.

[Proportion ol

NS

A
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TABLL—1.22
Factory Employment in a number of Selected ‘industries
ill Kerala—1958.
§I.No. Nume of the Industiy lotal Average
Employment Employment
per factory
t Cashew 67,278 186
2 Textiles 19,246 82
Coir ‘ 13,397 88
4 Bricks and Tiles 11,666 75
Saw Mills & Other
Woodbased Induseries 6,825 . 17
6 Tea £,910 | 49
7 Splints and Vencers 4,651 - 6o
8 Printing 3,720 23
9 Beedi 2,929 34
" to Repair of Motor Vehicles' 2,78% 30
" 11 General Engineering 2,466 57

il
b

it 1 H (Rt} L] [} T Wi " i | oy
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TABLE—1.24
Percentage of Employment in Factories in Kerala and
India during the half year ended joth June, r9s7.

Factories Kerala india
Total employment 100,00 [100.00
Electricity, Gas and Steam 0.04 0.98
Transport Equipment 2.8% 8.47
Electrical Appliances and Supplies 0.23 ’1.36
Machinery (except electrical) 2.19 3.99
Metal Products (except machinery and

Transport equipment) 0.3% 2,47
Basic' Metal Industries 0.75 | 3.60
Non-metalic products (except petroleum) 9.80 ‘ 4.07
Petroleum and Coal 0.68 ‘ 0.52
Chemicals & Chemical Products 2.44 | 3.09
Rubber and Rubber Products 1.39 0.93
Leather & Leather Products (except Fnotwear) 0.61
Paper and Paper Products 0.81 1.01
Foot wear, other wearing apparel etc. 0.87 0.48
Textiles 22,17 37.34
Food (except beverages) 45.52 13.44
Others Ay i 9.91 | 17.60

37=767
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TaBLE—r1.25

| Average Daily Wages in Industries

‘ Average Daily Wages
S1. No. Industry | (Rs.)

Men Women

i Ricc: Mills 1 D .i:" f 1.9% 1,%0
2 Oil Mills ; 3 2.20 1,277
3\' Tea 5act0rie.s | ‘i A 2.01 1.39
4 Cashpw Industry by 1.0¢ 1.01
¢ Beedj & Cigar Factories | i a4 2.39
6 Cottcln Textiles & I(nitting A L 2.67 2.47
7 Coir [Factories [l 2.36 1.29
8§ Rayrn | e §.86 3.28
9 Timber Industry Al 1.34 L. Lge
1o Splings, Veneers for Matches b .48 .81
11 Paper Mill ' i 2.88 2.38
12 Printing Press = 3.04 .30
13 Rubber Plantation Factories i 2,18 1.62
14 Soap Factory o 6.22 3.97
15 Bricks and Tiles - 2.08 1.23
16 Glass Factory v 2.68 .92
17 Cement 5y 4.42 3. 8!
18 General & Electrical Engineering | 3.45 1.96

19 Automobile Repairing 3.50
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ABLE—1.26

umber of industrial disputes

resulting in waork Stoppages— 1958

|

S1.No. Industry

- Consumption Pattern.
R !

, No. of Workers No. of man

- disputes affected days lost

' during the

year

1

NHIRE: 2 3 4 5

[i :i 1 Plantation [ 133 76622 745361

. 2 Cashew 19 107123 56044

F‘ 3 Coir 14 6348 33874

4 Saw Mills 15 360 4306

| § Textiles 14 10870 109852
"6 Tiles 57 6801 46904

7 Others 158 10766 6704.2

# 8 Total 410 122490 1063883

i, il 1.34. Table 1,26 gives some statistics about the incidence

i land effects of industrial disptites in the State. It is seen that

.| 77,000 out of 1,7¢,000 plantation workers_ and 46,000 out of

. 1,60,000 industrial workers were  affected by such disputes in

E 1958,

o

B

E

[ !.ﬁg. Sample surveys cof
|: of Statistics throw some light
~ 'people of Kerala, Tables 1.;

"Eﬂé in-terésting findings. Tab

. patterns of three Socio-econont

nducted recently by the Department
on the consumption habits of the
7 1,28 and 1.29 present some of
€5 1.27 @ompares the consumption
ic classes in Kerala, n y Agricul=”

~itural Labsurers, Agricultural

and non-Ag_}Z:rultural.

E l'fmm class to class due

. habits and differences
‘the classes,

gricultural labourers, that is

than the other two classes.

higher consumption of Tapioca

fo two
in the

The pe

Thus, if consum

T

amel
other than Agricnlrurzﬂ& Labourers
T capita consumption figures differ
reasons : difference in consumption
average levels of income among
ption  of most items is lower for
principally because they are poorer
'he same reality is reflected in the
by this class, A comparison of the

]
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consumption patterns of the class Agricultural jother than Agricul-
tural Labour with non-Agricultural reveals tha the average overall
consumption level of the former class is higher than that of the non-
agricultural class, indicating that the former class in Kerala is more
prosperous than the latter. The differences between Kerala (all
classes) India (rural) and India (urban) shown in Table 1.28 also
are due to differences in habits as well as in levels of income. No
very serious comparison of the per capita indome levels in Kerala
and in India is possible with the scanty 'mitgrial available on the
subject. But it may be assumed that overall per capita personar
consumption is lower in Kerala than jin thefrest of India. This,
coupled with the differences in habits/and 1 cal non-availability of |
certain consumer goods, account for some rather startling differences

in their consumption patterns. Thus, the perfcapita consumption of
milk and milk preducts in Kerala is less than half of the all India rural;
consumption rate and less than a fourth of the ll-India urban consum-
ption rate. Similar differences are observed in the cases of sugar

and clothings too. The fact that the conspmption of rice alse is

lower in Kerala is a sure indication of the lower standard of living of

the people of Kerala.

1.36." Some very interesting facts are|revealed by the concen-
tration curves for Kerala and for India shown in diagrams 1.1 and
i.2. Along the X-axis of such a diagram is measured the proportion
of consumers below a certain income lgvel to all consumers ;
along the Y-axis is measured the proportipn of a certain consumer
commedity consumed by consumers beloﬁf a certain income level
to the total consumption of that commodity. If a society is egali-
tarian, if income is distributed among all jequally, then any 30 per
cent of the population will consume ropughly 30 per cent of any
commodity; for such a society the | concentration curve for
every commodity will follow a straight lipe shown in the diagrams
as the Egalitarian Line. But as soop as a society departs
frem the principle of egalitarianism, the poorer 30 per cent of
the population will consume less than 30 [per cent of most commo-
dities and as such their concentration cyrves will lie to the right of
the Egalitarian Line. But in case therd is some inferior food (like
tapioca in Kerala) which is consumed more by the poor and less by
the rich, the curve for such a commodity will be on the left side of
the Egalitarian Line (See Diagram r1.2.) The poor will require the
essential goods as much as the rich. |Hence the curve for essen-
tial commeodities will be less removed from the Egalitarian Line
than those for luxury goods. Hence jhe amount of curvature is an
index of the degree to which a commoc]ity is non-essential.

(o
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' drawn,

' the most important of the findings of the survey,
1
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Diagram 1.1 compares aumber of curves for Kerdla with these for
india, From the two diagrams the following valid conclusions can be

‘ 1) There,is more of inequality in the Kerala society than in
that of the whole of India. This is made clear by the fact that
the curve for Total Expenditure (numbered 2| in Diagram 1.1)
for Kerala is on the left of that for India as well as the fact that almost
all the other curves for individual commodities show the same

pattern vis-a-vis Kerala and India.

(2) To Kerala consumers tapioca is an infetior food, whereas
rice is more essential than the meat, fish, and eggs group, the latter
group mor essential than the oil and oil products group, the latter

group in its turn more essential than sugar ; ﬁhal]y, clothing are

considered a luxury item more than all the other items mentioned.

1.37. I unemployment is a serious and| growing problem
everywherc in India, Kerala is one of these regions where it has
reached menacing proportions. It is not at all surprising that it
chould be so, for Kerala is the most densely populated State in [ndia
and it is at the same time among the few really pressed regions of
India where there is little of discernible economic growth.

An unempio};munt survey was conducted in the erstwhile

a8y
1954. The tables below summarise

Travancore-Cochin State in

: TABLE—1.30.

Disposition of working force

& . : .
’ ! ] il INumbers in lakhs)
. ; Males  |Females Total
TR ek b L I S
Pensioners, rentiers etc. 0.54 0.44 0.98
Regular employment 15.56 4.15 19.71
Casual employment 5.86 2.19 8.0¢
Househeld workers 0.86 18.30 19.16
Seeking employment 2.58 1.07 3.65
Total working force 25.41 i 4 £1.56
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TABLE—T1.31.

Disposition 6f working force.
(Proportions)

SR

T -

Males Females Total

e ———
Pensioners, rentiers ete. f"‘ R} S s v i
Regular employment 61.2 1652 8.2
Casual employment ‘ | szl |l 18,4 I 15.6
Household workers : 3.4 73.6 i 37:2
10.2 | | 4 ! 741

Seeking cmploymeﬁt 1

A 100.0 "100.0' | 100.0

e e —

W\ it is seen that o per jcent of the adult and able bodied male
population is actively in scarch of employment. It is a utaggeringly
high proportion, considering that the above table refers not to the
educated public or even to [the urban public, but to the entire popu-
lation of the State, including those dcpendent on Agriculture. In
Agriculture in particular, and rural areas in gcnera!, one usually does
not expect to find too many persons actively seeking employment ;
what one finds there is anderemployment as well as employment in
pnremunerative and decadent industries.  The survey further
revealed that among the 3.65 lakhs unemployed persons there were
48,000 who might be described as educated unemployed, for they
had education of the standard of the gS.L.C. and higher. As to
those described as casually employed who cover those described
as ‘underemployed’ in the economic literature—it  was revealed
that they had on the average employment for 3.62 days in the week.

The above figures hould not be taken to signify very much
movre than underlying thel extremely acute character of the unemploy-
ment prohlcm of the State. The value of the figure is considerably
reduced by the fact thpt the investigation treated all occupation
groups in the same wa without distinguishing between even such
broad and fundamentally different categories as agricul'tumi and
non-agricultura.l occupations.



