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to amend the Kerala Civil Courts Act, 1957.

. Preamble.—WHEREAS it is expedient to amend the Kerala
v11 Courts Act, 1957, for the purposes hereinafters appearing ;

hBE it enacted in the Ninth Year of the Republic of India as
follows : —

,1 Short title and commencement.— (1) This Act may be
_-;,..i ed the Kerala Civil Courts (Amendment) Act, 1958.

(2) It shall come into force at once.

i
y

2. Amendment of section 7.—For sub-section (1) of section 7
of the Kerala Civil Courts Act, 1957 (Act I of 1957), hereinafter
referred to as the Principal Act the following sub-section shall
‘be substituted, namely :—

“(1) The place or places at which any Court referred toin
ion 2 shall be held, may be fixed, and may, from time to time,
altered by the Government in consultation with the High

‘ 3. Amendment of section 13.—Section 13 of the Principal
,Actshall be renumbered as sub-section (1) of that section and—

\ (i) in sub-section (1) as so renumbered, in the first pro-
‘viso for the words “Provided that” the words “Provided further
that’’ shall be substituted and before that proviso the following
prov1so shall be inserted, namely :—

“Provided that the Government may, by notification in the
‘Gazette, invest any District Court with the power to admit, here
and decide appeals from original decrees and orders of a
Subordinate Judge’s Court where the amount or value of the
subject matter of the suit in which the decree or order has been
wsed does not exceed ten thousand rupees.”

(ii) after sub-section (1), as so renumbered the following
mb-sectmns shall be inserted, namely :—

b

33/4251. J.






i1 Courts Act, 1951 and the Madras Civil Courts Act, 1873,
ch were in force inthe Travancore-Cochin and Malabar
as of the State were Rs. 3,000 and Rs. 5,000 respectively.

9. In a recent decision, the High Court of Kerala has held
section 13 of the Kerala Civil Courts Act, 1957, will have
pplication to suits instituted in Subordinate Judge’s Courts
ore the commencement of the Kerala Civil Courts Act, 1957,
-espective of the date when the decree or order was passed.
result of this decision would be that the enlargement of the
ollate jurisdiction of the District Courts contemplated by
said provision will remain a dead-letter for some years to
me. Hence it is considered necessary that the section should
amended so that the provision may apply to original decrees
orders of Subordinate Judge’s Courts passed after the date
om which the amendment comes into force, notwithstanding the
ct that suits in such cases were instituted before the
mmencement of the Kerala Civil Courts Act, 1957.

£

3. One of the conclusions arrived at the Law Ministers
Conference held at New Delhi on the 18th and 19th September
, was that provision should be made in the States in which
not already made that first appeals may lie to the District
Judge in original suits of the value of up to Rs. 10,000. In the
light of this decision it is considered necessary to empower the
Government to invest any District Court with power to hear
and decide appeals from original decrees or orders of a Subordi-
 Judge’s Court where the amount or value of the subject

‘matter of the suit does not exceed Rs. 10,000.

4, Under section 7 of the Kerala Civil Courts Act, 1957,
place at which a District Court or a Subordinate Judge’s
ourt is to be held, has to be fixed by the Government while

location of a Munsiff’s Court is to be fixed by the High
ourt. It is considered necessary that the Government should
nsult the High Court before fixing the location of a District
Court or a Subordinate Judge’s Court and that the same pro-
cedure may be adopted in the case of fixing the location of
unsiff’s Courts also. ‘

5. It is considered necessary that Government should be
sted with power to prescribe the maintenance by the Civil
ou of such books as they may consider necessary in the

erests of the public and also to constitute administrative
isory Committees in the Civil Courts subordinate to the
1 Court for making recommendations to Government regard-
improvements to be made to the Court building, amenities
e provided to the litigant public ete.

6. The Bill is intended to achieve the above objects.
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